Hepatic vein stenosis and inferior vena cava stenosis in a patient with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease.
The case is presented of a patient with stenosis of the intrahepatic portion of the inferior vena cava and the terminal part of hepatic veins, a state manifesting itself in ascites resistant to treatment. The case was originally seen as decompensated cirrhosis of the liver. Once properly diagnosed, it was successfully treated with angioplasty and subsequent anticoagulation. After all the relevant hypercoagulation states potentially leading to IVC and hepatic vein stenosis were ruled out, the cause of the patient's stenosis could be traced to: 1. secondary polycythemia concomitant to severe pulmonary obstruction disease and 2. simultaneous corticosteroid therapy. This cause has not been described in literature before.